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Lewis’ Theory of Economic Development.
Achievements, Problems, and Prospective Extensions
Hu Jingbei

Abstract; In commemoration of Lewis’s 100th birthday, we, standing on the shoulders of Lewis and
other giants, argue that transfer of surplus labor can be seen as that of agricultural labor during the de-
agriculturalization transition. We show the agricultural productivity gap persists although surplus labor is
eliminated after the Lewis turning point. Hence agricultural labor transfer is needed even without surplus
labor. We then advance to go ahead from questions of labor transfer to that of transfer’s speed since
studies on the latter can deepen our understanding of de-agriculturalization and set up the fundamentals
for economic policy regarding agricultural labor transfer.

Keywords: W. Arthur Lewis; De-agriculturalization; Rate of Migration of Agriculture Labor
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